next decade, as these will surely be the areas destined for further advancement.
The main disadvantages of this textbook are the price (£55) and a subsidiary factor which inhibits frequent transportation, the weight (19 lb). However, those who can afford an investment in this book will reap in some measure the interest and enthusiasm for this fascinating specialty which has sustained the authors through their Herculean task.
M D SANDERS
Proceedings of the Centennial Symposium, Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital Volume 1 Ophthalmology edited by Arnold I Turtz MD pp xiii +331 illustrated 247s St Louis: C VMosby 1969 London: Henry Kimpton It is appropriate for the hundredth anniversary of the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital to have been marked by a symposium in ophthalmology, otolaryngology, and plastic surgery. Volume 1 (ophthalmology) records the subject matter of a carefully selected programme designed to highlight topics of current or controversial interest, and the reader will soon be impressed by the effectiveness of the selection.
Reports on symposia seem to overcome the problems usually associated with books of multiple authorship, and the publication of the present volume within a reasonable period of the meeting ensures that its subjects remain topical, and reflects considerable credit upon its editor.
New concepts in ocular therapy and new techniques, surgical, anesthetic, and investigative, occupy about half of the volume, and the remainder covers pediatric ophthalmology and ophthalmic plastic surgery. The concluding section provides a short (one hopes appropriately so) discussion of complications in ocular surgery.
Generous illustration and an adequate bibliography underline the value of the book as a reference work for the expert, and as a guide for the postgraduate student. JAMES R HUDSON Current Therapy 1970 edited by Howard F Conn MD pp xxv + 867 £6 12s Philadelphia &c.: W B Saunders 1970 This is a large, heavy and expensive volume which is modified each year in an attempt to provide an up-to-date, authoritative and comprehensive text on management. The intention is admirable, but the execution less than ideal.
More than three hundred authors have contributed, and the standard is unavoidably patchy. In certain sections, an almost nineteenth century approach is apparent. For example, few people in this country would support the use of potassium iodide, arsenic, rectal ether or tank respirators in patients with bronchial asthma. This kind of uncritical polypharmacy may be forced upon physicians by importunate patients or relatives in a 'free-enterprise' system, but it is difficult to accept that it should be written into a textbook which claims to be authoritative. In the same section, there is no mention of the use of orciprenaline or salbutamol. This seems extraordinary in a book whose professed aim is to provide guidance about presentday treatment. In contrast, many other sections are excellent and there is a wealth of practical advice; unfortunately, the variability of standard makes it difficult to recommend the publication as a whole.
In a book of this size one would hope it possible to indicate clearly which approaches to management are supported by adequate evidence, and to provide adequate references. Unfortunately, much of the writing is dogmatic, and no references are provided. There is an unfortunate tendency to use trade-names in some sections and, clearly, a general editorial policy has not been laid down.
Though the book has undeniable merits, I fear that few doctors will find its purchase worth the As stressed by the editor in his preface, in view of the fact that so much is continuing to happen in the fields of drug dependence and alcoholism it is very difficult to cover, adequately, the total range of modern trends in either field'. Of the 300 pages more than two-thirds deal with drug dependence, which is thus covered much better than it is possible to do in the one-third of the book concentrating on alcoholism. The contributors to this book are all experts in their fields, andillustrating the emphasis laid on the necessity for a multidisciplinary approach to the problems of alcohol and drug dependencethey belong to various disciplines: mainly psychiatrists, but also a professor of forensic medicine, a medical officer of health, pharmacologists, a nursing sister, a police inspector, &c.
Whereas the writers on alcoholism are all British, the contributors to the drug dependence section are partly from Great Britain, partly from the USA. The development of the drug problem and the methods of control and of management adopted in these two countries varied in many aspects, and it is thus of the greatest interest to read the accounts of attitudes to and of medical approaches to drug addicts written by British and American experts. As emphasized by Sir Denis Hill in his foreword, this book shows not only what is known and is being done but also how little is known, and thereby illustrates once more the overriding importance of research. Every doctor interested in the problems of alcohol and drug dependence will benefit greatly from reading this book. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific This book is the second in a series of three on cardiovascular disease and Dr Brest, editor-inchief, is to be congratulated on assembling a distinguished panel of 28 authors. Each has written, either alone or in collaboration, one of 21 chapters and almost every aspect of coronary heart disease is discussed. In fact, the depth of description is considerable, sometimes overwhelming; one wonders when such dissected knowledge of the dietary management of hyperlipidemia can be of practical use, or if the Master two-step test demands a whole chapter. Some subject-matter tends to be repeated by different authors, such as the use of atropine, which is discussed three times in different sections. In a work of this sort personal views are bound to strike an odd note occasionally, and many would disagree with the faint praise given by one author for the effect of propranolol in angina pectoris. One omission is any reference to atrial pacing in the diagnosis and assessment of anginal pain. But these are minor criticisms, for this volume is a first-class production and provides an excellent contemporary view of the subject. It may be regarded as a reference work; the bibliography is comprehensive, the illustrations good and the price not exorbitant. CECIL 
